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lesions. The effect of aphasia on inelligence and its relationship to mental
disorders is discussed in two psychologically oriented papers.
Thus, this volume illuminates its subject from a variety of viewpoints.
Although all the shadows are not dispersed, it does present an opportunity
for the student of aphasia to acquaint himself with modern and traditional
approaches to this vexing problem.
JONATHAN H. PINCUS
DATA ACQUISITION AND PROCESSING IN BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE. Vol. 2.
Edited by Kurt Enslein. New York, the Macmillan Company, 1964. ix, 367
pp. $11.50.
This work is the proceedings of a conference held at the University of
Rochester in 1962. It consists of 23 papers and, as is so often the case,
they are not of equal quality. A couple, in fact, occupy only two or three
pages, and their substance does not warrant inclusion. On the other hand,
the majority of the papers constitute real contributions to descriptions
of the use of computers in biomedical research. Five of the papers treat of
patient care, while another five are concerned with research in neuro-
physiology. The remaining papers are spread throughout the field although
there are two in psychology and two in information retrieval.
Despite the fact that the book appears two years after the conference, it
is still largely up-to-date for anyone who is contemplating initiating the
use of computer techniques in his research. This is a work which any
beginner in biomedical computation should look through, for it will
probably suggest to him techniques and procedures to be explored.
FREDERICK G. KILGOUR
THE PSITTACOSIs GROUP AS BACTERIA. Ciba Lectures in Microbial Bio-
chemistry. By James W. Moulder. New York, John Wiley and Sons, Inc.,
1964. vii, 95 pp. $4.00.
Dr. Moulder feels strongly that the time has come to end the argument
and confusion as to whether or not the psittacosis group of agents are
viruses. To do so he has assembled three of his lectures given at Rutgers
in 1963 into a small, concise book dealing with the general and metabolic
properties of the psittacosis group and their relationship to other life forms.
The book serves as an excellent review of the properties of the group; it
is clearly written and quite handsomely printed. The conclusions he
reaches, apparent from the title of the volume, are not quite so easy to
digest. Dr. Moulder points out so many features of the psittacosis group
that are different from those of true bacteria that it is difficult to see why
his contention that they are small bacteria is any less irrational than
calling them large viruses. He also tends to simply ignore data that do not
support his view. He does not discuss, for example, the reports of an
eclipse phase during growth of psittacosis nor the finding that there is
a ten-hour lag between DNA formation and its incorporation into psittacosis
particles, both features that are not consistent with what he considers to be
clearly established binary fission in this group of agents. His contention
that they should not be called viruses, however, is admirably supported.
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Furthermore, Dr. Moulder is able to make the reader realize that the
problem has considerable theoretical and practical value and is not just an
exercise in semantics. It is a stimulating book.
PETER ISACSON
EXPERIMENTAL PHARMACOGENETICS. Physiopathology of Heredity and
Pharmacologic Responses. By Hans Meier. New York, Academic Press,
1963, xi, 213 pp. $7.50.
Investigators in a wide variety of fields will find this short volume an
extremely useful reference book. The purpose of the monograph was to
bring together the known biochemical and structural inherited disorders
in laboratory animals that might be of research interest. Nearly all of
the text is concerned with genetically determined variations in the mouse,
rat, rabbit, and hamsters. While most of the monograph consists of a very
concise description of these abnormalities or variations in response, longer
and particularly stimulating discussions are presented of hereditary diabetes
mellitus in the Chinese hamster and the comparative aspects of blood
coagulation. Areas in which little research has been done are frequently
pointed out. The author emphasizes the need for more careful selection of
experimental animals in view of the marked variation in response between
both species and strains, as well as the concomitant need for more inves-
tigation of the genomes of laboratory animals. While these various abnor-
malities may provide extremely useful models for the study of human
disease and pharmacology it should be recalled that in no case has the
biochemical or genetic identity of similar abnormalities in man and a par-
ticular laboratory animal been established. An excellent index (nine pages)
and bibliographiy (23 pages) insure the usefulness of this monograph as
a reference book.
HERBERT A. LUBS, JR.
HISTOCHEMISTRY AND CYTOCHEMISTRY. Proceedings of the First Interna-
tional Congress, Paris, 1960. Edited by R. Wegmann. New York,
Pergamon Press, 1963. xviii, 481 pp. $15.00.
In September 1960 a series of papers including one by the reviewer were
given as reports in the plenary sessions of the First International Congress
on Histochemistry and Cytochemistry in Paris. It took more than three
years to get these papers published. Some of the chapters are interesting,
lengthy and rather complete reviews, others are opinionated precis of the
notions and experiences of the authors. None of them can be viewed as
up-to-date. It is therefore impossible to recommend this book except to
histochemists who might have some interest in it for historical reasons.
RUSSELL J. BARNETT
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